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Pre-Doctoral Fellowship in Pharmaceutical Sciences 

AFPE FUNDED FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

 The primary goal of the AFPE Pre-Doctoral Fellowship program 
is to support students who have leadership potential in the 
pharmaceutical industry, academia, and government. The 
pre-doctoral fellowships offered by AFPE frequently inspire the 
direction of our students’ careers.  Progress in research will 
require an infusion of new well-trained researchers entering the 
field. 

Dr. Paul B. Myrdal Memorial Pre-Doctoral Fellowship in
Pharmaceutics
This fellowship, in memory of Dr. Paul B. Myrdal, is awarded to 
pre-doctoral and Pharm.D. students conducting research in 
pharmaceutics.  

Herb and Nina Demuth Memorial Award
The Herb and Nina Demuth Memorial Award recognizes 
pre-doctoral students whose research focuses on parenteral 
drugs.  

ASHP-AFPE Pre-Doctoral Fellowship
This fellowship is awarded to students whose research projects 
focus on improving health outcomes in hospitals, health 
systems, and ambulatory care clinics.

Pre-Doctoral Award in Health Outcome Disparities
The Pre-Doctoral Award in Health Outcomes Disparities is a 
designated fellowship for a pre-doctoral student whose 
research focuses on either a disease area that disproportionate-
ly impacts underserved populations or whose research focuses 
on reducing healthcare disparities and improving health 
outcomes for underserved populations in the United States. 
Examples of this research could include sickle-cell anemia, 
asthma, HIV/AIDS, maternal and infant mortality, access to 
medication, etc. 

AFPE Regional Award
This award recognizes a pre-doctoral fellow living in Michigan, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, or Wisconsin. 

Rho Chi-AFPE First Year Graduate School Fellowship
Awarded to members of the Rho Chi Honor Society who have 
demonstrated high potential for success in a graduate program 
(PharmD and/or PhD) based on academic achievement, 
research achievement, and personal achievement.

Gateway to Research Award
The Gateway Research Scholarship program's main goal is to 
improve health outcomes by equipping students with a better 
understanding of research and enabling them to apply that 
knowledge to improve their clinical skills. 

Underrepresented Minority Gateway to Research Award
This award recognizes a Gateway Awardee who belongs to a 
racial/ethnic group that has historically been underrepresented 
in the pharmaceutical sciences.

AACP Social and Administrative Sciences Section Summer
Research Exchange Mentorship Program
The SAS Research Exchange Mentorship Program is intended to 
foster interest in research and SAS-related graduate education 
among student pharmacists. The program is open to P1-P3 
students, who complete research experience with a SAS faculty 
member outside their home institution, building their profes-
sional network and skills for residency, fellowship, and further 
graduate studies. 

APhA Community Pharmacy Practice Fellowship
APhA is providing funding for a Fellowship research project to 
examine factors that support provision of safe patient care in 
the community pharmacy setting. 

Presented to members of Phi Lambda Sigma to support and 
encourage the pursuit of a Ph.D. in pharmaceutical sciences 
within a college of pharmacy graduate program.
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Phi Lambda Sigma First Year Graduate School Fellowship



2025 AFPE William M. Heller Mentor of the Year: Mark Bounthavong

Professor of Clinical Pharmacy
University of California San Diego Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
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The William M. Heller Mentor of the Year Award honors faculty members nominated 
by students and colleagues for their exceptional mentorship, commitment, 
leadership, teaching, and support.

Mark values the importance of scientific inquiry, critical thinking and optimal 
decision making, particularly when there is limited evidence. To that end, he has 
made it his mission to teach the next generation of pharmacists to learn the skills to 
perform meaningful studies and develop the intuition to apply their findings to their 
practice and community. 

Mark received his PharmD from College of Pharmacy, Western University of Health 
Sciences; MPH from the Rollins School of Public Health, Emory University; and PhD 
from the Comparative Health Outcomes, Policy, and Economics (CHOICE) Institute, 
University of Washington. He has also completed a PGY1 Pharmacy Practice 
Residency at the Veterans Affairs Loma Linda Medical Center and a 
pharmacoeconomics and outcomes research fellowship at Western University of 
Health Sciences.

Upon being informed of the recognition, Mark shared:  "It’s been an honor to share my 
knowledge and experiences with our pharmacy students and to help prepare them for 
the awesome responsibility that awaits. Our students and their motivation for 
pursuing a pharmacy career remind me each day why I enjoy being a part of UC San 
Diego. They are an inspiration for any mentor. It's only natural for a mentor to feel 
great joy in witnessing the achievements of their mentees. But the greatest reward is 
knowing that our students will carry on the mission and values of our profession."

Mark Bounthavong, PharmD, 
PhD, MPH, is a professor of 
clinical pharmacy at University of 
California San Diego Skaggs 
School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences; the 
national clinical program 
manager at the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) Pharmacy 
Benefits Management (PBM) 
Academic Detailing Services; and 
a health economist at the VA 
Health Economics Resource 
Center. 

2024: Anna Schwendeman, PhD, University of Michigan
2023: Carol S. Lim, PhD, University of Utah
2022: Peter Swaan, MPharm, PhD, University of Maryland
2019: Kimberly Garza, PharmD, MBA, PhD, Auburn University
2018: Kathleen Giacomini, PhD, University of California, San Francisco
2017: Gordon Amidon, PhD, University of Michigan
2016: Francis Szoka, PhD, University of California, San Francisco
2015: Lauren Aleksunes, Rutgers University

Previous AFPE Mentors of the Year Awardees:



2025 AFPE Pre-Doctoral Fellows in Pharmaceutical Sciences

 

 
Brian Anderson

 

Luke Burroughs

Liam Carman Henry Dieckhaus

Luke Harding Mattie Hartauer

4

 

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Development of a chemical toolbox for the
interrogation of the NEK family of kinases

MENTOR:
Dr. David Drewry

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Discovery / Medicinal Chemistry

UNIVERSITY:
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Continuous Manufacturing of Complex Parenteral
Drug Products: Next Generation Control,
Development, and Standards

MENTOR:
Dr. Diane Burgess

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Pharmaceutical technology (includes formulation
sciences, dosage form design, materials science,
physical pharmacy)

UNIVERSITY:
University of Connecticut

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Assessing Biomolecular Protein Condensates as
Sites for Restricting Cytoplasmic Progression of
Signaling in Chronic Inflammatory Diseases

MENTOR:
Dr. Brian Aneskievich

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Pharmacology / Toxicology (includes cell biology,
chemical biology, and pharmacognosy)

UNIVERSITY:
University of Connecticut

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Stabilizing Protein-Based Therapeutics
Using Deep Learning

MENTOR:
Dr. Brian Kuhlman

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Discovery / Medicinal Chemistry

UNIVERSITY:
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Novel, potent, and selective inhibitors of SmHDAC8
with schistosomicidal activity and meclonazepam
target identification in Schistosoma mansoni

MENTOR:
Dr. Pavel Petukhov

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Discovery / Medicinal Chemistry

UNIVERSITY:
University of Illinois at Chicago

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Unraveling the Complexity of Hepatic 
Transporter-Mediated Drug Interactions: Towards
Enhanced Predictive In Vitro and In Silico Models

MENTOR:
 Dr. Kim Brouwer

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Clinical / Translational Science

UNIVERSITY:
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Herb and Nina Demuth Memorial
Award in Pharmaceutics 

Second Year Fellow

Second Year Fellow

Second Year Fellow



2025 AFPE Pre-Doctoral Fellows in Pharmaceutical Sciences

Mitchell Kowalke

AFPE Regional Award

Steven McKay

Second Year Fellow Second Year Fellow
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TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Peptide targeting to improve the delivery and
therapeutic efficacy of glucocorticoid therapy

MENTOR:
Dr. Hongbo Pang

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Delivery & Bioengineering (includes
nanomedicine, devices, biotechnology, protein
delivery & characterization, biopharmaceutics)

UNIVERSITY:
University of Minnesota

Wenxi Huang

MENTOR:
Dr. Jingchuan Guo

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Social & Administrative Science 
(this category includes health/patient
outcomes research, pharmacoeconomics,
health policy)

UNIVERSITY:
University of Florida

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Social Determinants of Health on Heart 
Failure Treatment Access and Outcomes

Alexander Meyer

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
The Identification of Key Signals for the
Induction of Durable Humoral Immunity

MENTOR:
Dr. Wei Cheng

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Pharmacology / Toxicology (includes cell biology,
chemical biology, and pharmacognosy)

UNIVERSITY:
 University of Michigan

Namir Khalasawi

Second Year Fellow

Second Year Fellow

Pre-Doctoral Fellowship in
Health Outcome Disparities

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Engineered antibodies for therapeutic
immune modulation

MENTOR:
Dr. Peter Tessier

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Delivery & Bioengineering (includes
nanomedicine, devices, biotechnology, protein
delivery & characterization, biopharmaceutics)

UNIVERSITY:
University of Michigan

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Design, synthesis, and evaluation of MYC pathway
targeting degraders for the treatment of
pancreatic cancer

MENTOR:
Dr. Tracy Brooks

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Discovery / Medicinal Chemistry

UNIVERSITY:
State University of New York at Binghamton

Brandon Lowe

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Design, Synthesis, and Biological Evaluation
of Non-Hydroxamate-based, Selective
Histone Deacetylase 8 (HDAC8) Inhibitors

MENTOR:
Dr. Steven Fletcher

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Discovery / Medicinal Chemistry

UNIVERSITY:
University of Maryland, Baltimore



2025 AFPE Pre-Doctoral Fellows in Pharmaceutical Sciences
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Lauren Naatz

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Crafting Bispecific Antibodies for Novel
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Treatment

MENTOR:
Dr. Mingnan Chen

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Delivery & Bioengineering (includes
nanomedicine, devices, biotechnology, protein
delivery & characterization, biopharmaceutics)

UNIVERSITY:
Unversity of Utah

Jared Seale

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Structural Insights for Drugs Modulating
Voltage-gated Potassium Channels

MENTOR:
Dr. Eric Schmidt

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Drug Discovery / Medicinal Chemistry

UNIVERSITY:
University of Utah

 Dr. Paul B. Myrdal
Memorial Fellowship

in Pharmaceutics

Nila Murali

 

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Development and Delivery of PEGylated
Antibiotics for Enhanced Treatment of Resistant
Bacterial Infections

MENTOR:
Dr. Hugh Smyth

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Pharmaceutical technology (includes
formulation sciences, dosage form design,
materials science, physical pharmacy)

UNIVERSITY:
University of Texas at Austin

 

 ASHP-AFPE Fellowship

Andrew Mitchell

TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
 Strategies to circumvent drug resistance
in chronic lymphocytic leukemia

MENTOR:
Dr. Kerry Rogers

STUDENT MAJOR: 
Clinical/Translational

UNIVERSITY:
Ohio State University



Honor Society Awards
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Philip Baily

Philip Baily

UNIVERSITY
University of Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy

GRADUATE PROGRAM
Chemical Biology & Medicinal Chemistry

Rho-Chi - AFPE First Year Graduate School Fellowship

UNIVERSITY:
University of Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy

GRADUATE PROGRAM
Chemical Biology & Medicinal Chemistry

Phi Lambda Sigma - AFPE First Year Graduate School Fellowship
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Kayla Barca Sachiko Correa

 

 
 

Victoria Hu�man Kayhan Karimi

Renee Stoicovy

2025 AFPE Gateway to Research Scholars

TITLE OF RESEARCH:
Characterizing the Anti-inflammatory Effects
of Ketamine Enantiomers and Metabolites
in Opioid Use Disorder

MENTOR:
Dr. Gregory Sartor

MENTOR:
Dr. David Riese

UNIVERSITY:
University of Connecticut

TITLE OF RESEARCH:
Optimizing Pharmacotherapy of Enterococcal
Bacteremia by Exploiting Synergies of
Beta-Lactam Antibiotics and Innate Immune
System Components

MENTOR:
Dr. Victor Nizet

UNIVERSITY:
University of California, San Diego

TITLE OF RESEARCH:
Is Targeting ERBB4-ERBB2 Heterodimers
Effective Against BRAF-WT Melanomas?

UNIVERSITY:
Auburn University

TITLE OF RESEARCH:
Validating the Efficacy of Difluoromethylornithine
in Combination Treatments against Leishmania
parasites

MENTOR:
Dr. Sigrid Roberts

UNIVERSITY:
Pacific University Oregon

MENTOR:
Dr. Anastasios Lymperopoulos

TITLE OF RESEARCH:
Comparison of the lipolytic effects of
four GLP-1 receptor mono- and
poly-agonists in human white fat cells

UNIVERSITY:
Nova Southeastern University

Underrepresented Minority
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 American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy
Social and Administrative Sciences Summer Exchange Awardees

Swastik Goel

 

Jothsana Jaimon

Madelyn Mullinax Reem Nasr

Ni Penn-Henry

EXCHANGE UNIVERSITY
Fairleigh Dickinson University

HOME UNIVERSITY
Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Science

EXCHANGE MENTOR
Dr. Jayoung Han

EXCHANGE UNIVERSITY
Auburn University Harrison College of Pharmacy

HOME UNIVERSITY
Texas Tech University Health Science Center

EXCHANGE MENTOR
Dr. Natalie Hohmann

EXCHANGE UNIVERSITY
University of Connecticut

HOME UNIVERSITY
Campbell University College of Health Sciences

EXCHANGE MENTOR
Dr. Nate Rickles

EXCHANGE UNIVERSITY
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences

HOME UNIVERSITY
UC Irvine School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical
Sciences

EXCHANGE MENTOR
Dr. Montolani Adedipe

EXCHANGE UNIVERSITY
Thomas Jefferson University

HOME UNIVERSITY
Drake University

EXCHANGE MENTOR
Dr. Ruth Jeminiwa
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SCIENTIFIC REVIEW COMMITTEE

 

Peter W. Swaan, Ph.D.
CHAIR, BOARD OF GRANTS
Professor and Dean, University of Florida

Jane V. Aldrich, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Florida

Shridhar V. Andurkar, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair, Midwestern University

Richard J. Bertz, Ph.D.
VP, Clinical Pharmacology and Pharmacometrics,
Biohaven Pharmaceuticals

J. Lyle Bootman, Ph.D.
Senior Executive Consultant
Global Health

Mark Bounthavong, Ph.D.
Professor of Clinical Pharmacy, Skaggs School of
Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences, University
of California, San Diego

Daniel A. Brazeau, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Marshall University

Gayle A. Brazeau, Ph.D.
Dean, Marshall University

Diana Brixner, Ph.D.
University of Utah

Jae H. Chang, Ph.D.
Senior Scientist, Genentech

Aleda M.H. Chen. Pharm.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Dean and Associate Professor,
Cedarville University

David A. Colby, Pharm D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Mississippi 

Charles Craik, Ph.D.
Professor, UC San Francisco

Zhengrong Cui, Ph.D.
Professor, The University of Texas at Austin

Sudip Das, Ph.D
Professor, Butler University, College of Pharmacy &
Health Sciences

Daryl L. Davies, Ph.D.
Professor of Clinical Pharmacy and Associate Dean
of Undergraduate Education, Pharmacology, 
University of Southern California, School of Pharmacy

David DeRemer, Ph.D.
Clinical Professor/Assistant Director of Experimental
Therapeutics Group, University of Florida

Susan dosReis, Ph.D.
Professor, Vice Chair for Research, University of
Maryland 

Julio Duarte, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Florida

James Fuchs, Ph.D.
Professor, The Ohio State University

Samuel Poloyac, Pharm.D., Ph.D.
Dean, The University of Texas at Austin

Brooks B. Pond
Professor, East Tennessee Gatton College
of Pharmacy

Anna Ratka, Ph.D. Pharm.D., RPh, RAPhA
Professor, Wegmans School of Pharmacy,
St. John Fisher University

Jayne S. Reuben, Ph.D.
Instructional Associate Professor,
Texas A&M College of Dentistry

Kelly R. Reveles, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, The University of
Texas at Austin

John M. Rimoldi, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Mississippi
Philip James Schneider, Pharm.D.
Principal, MediHealthInsight

Mark A. Simmons, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Raymond D. Skwierczynski, Ph.D.
SVP, Technical Operations, Tremeau,
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Carston Wagner, Ph.D.
Professor and Endowed Chair, University of
Minnesota

Danxin Wang, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Florida

Robert O. Williams III, Ph.D.
Johnson & Johnson Centennial Chair and
Professor, The University of Texas at Austin

Wei Yue, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center

Jennica Zaro, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Assessment and Scholarship,
West Coast University

Nurulain T. Zaveri, Ph.D.
President and Chief Scientific, Officer
Principal Investigator, Astraea Therapeutics 
Robin M. Zavod, Ph.D.
Professor, Midwestern University 

David P. Zgarrick, Ph.D. 
Professor, Northeastern University,
Bouve College of Health Sciences

Yan Zhang, Ph.D.
Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University

S. William Zito, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, St. John’s University 

Serena Guo, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, University of Florida

Spencer E. Harpe
Professor, Midwestern University Chicago College
of Pharmacy

Daniel Hertz, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Michigan

David Holdford, Ph.D.
Professor, Director of International Programs,
Virginia Commonwealth University

Stephen T. Horhota, Ph.D.
Consultant, Point Shore Pharma Consulting

Velvet B. Journigan, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, University of Pittsburgh

Otilia M. Koo, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

Seongmin Lee. Ph.D.
Associate Professor, The University of Texas at Austin

Wei-Hsuan Jenny Lo-Ciganic, MSPharm, MS, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Florida

Joseph T. Lundquist, IV, R.Ph., Ph.D.
Senior Scientist, Fox Chase Chemical
Diversity Center, Inc.

Daniel C. Malone, BS Pharmacy, Ph.D., FAMCP
Professor, Skaggs College of Pharmacy,
University of Utah

Qingcheng Mao, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Washington

Christopher R. McCurdy, Ph.D., F.A.A.P.S.
Professor and Director, University of Florida

R. Brett McQueen, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Skaggs School of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of
Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus

Cassia Mizuno, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Western New
England University

James J. Moon, Ph.D.
John Gideon Searle Associate Professor,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

Amy L. Parkhill, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, St. John Fisher University

Richard Gemeinhart, Ph.D.
Professor, Director of Graduate Studies and Research
Integrity Officer, University of Illinois at Chicago

Ola Ghoneim, MSc, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Western New England University



American Foundation for Pharmaceutical Education (AFPE)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025

Officers: 
Calvin H. Knowlton, BSc Pharm, MDiv, Ph.D., ScD (Hon)
CHAIR
Co-Founder, CEO & Chairman
Galenus Care

Lucinda L. Maine. Ph.D.
VICE CHAIR

John M. Couric, Jr., M.B.A.
TREASURER, DEVELOPMENT CO-CHAIR, FINANCE CHAIR

Joseph T. DiPiro, Pharm.D.
PLANNING & EDUCATION COMMITTEE CHAIR 
Professor Emeritus
Virginia Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy

Ellen L. Woods
PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY
AFPE

J. Lyle Bootman, Ph.D.
Senior Executive Consultant
Global Health

Rob DiCenzo, Pharm D, BCPS, FCCP, FAPhA (APhA)
Dean
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences – School of Pharmacy - Boston

Carol A. Gloff, Ph.D.
President
Carol Gloff & Associates

David F. Gregory, Pharm.D., BCPS, FACHE (ASHP)
Executive Vice President for Academic Excellence and Provost
Belmont University College of Pharmacy 

Anandi Law, B.Pharm, MS, PhD, FAPHA (AACP)
Dean, College of Pharmacy
Thomas Jefferson University

Shawna Reagan, MBA
Strategy & Operational Effectiveness
Strategy & Operations Lead
Pfizer, Inc.

Peter W. Swaan, PhD
Professor and Dean
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy

Lee Vermeulen, BS Pharm, MS (AACP)
Executive Vice President and CEO
American Association of College of Pharmacy

Karl G. Williams, R.Ph., L.L.M., J.D.
Professor, Pharmacy Ethics and Law
Wegman School of Pharmacy
St. John Fisher College

Robin Zavod, PhD, FAPhA (AACP)
Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences
Midwestern University College of Pharmacy

MEMBERS: 

John Bentley, Ph.D
Professor of Pharmacy Administration
The University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy
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AFPE AND OUR SCHOLARS DEPEND ON DONOR SUPPORT TO SUSTAIN
STUDENT RESEARCH AND ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT

 

To donate, please either  give online  or  request  a paper donation form. 
To donate online, please use this link:  

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E191595&id=1

If you would like to receive a paper donation form, and/or would like to maximize the reach of your gift by utilizing your 
employer’s donation matching gift, please contact Ellen Woods at   

woods@afpepharm.org

If you are interested in creating a tribute or memorial gift, including AFPE in your will or bequest,  
or making a gift of stock or life insurance, please visit http://afpepharm.org/index.php/contribute   

or contact Ellen Woods at woods@afpepharm.org

may be obtained by contacting us at:  
(571) 404-0471 or via mail at 11325 Random Hills Road, Suite 360A-105, Fairfax, VA 22030.  

AFPE was formed in New York. For disclosures pertaining to your state, please visit:  
  or email  woods@afpepharm.org

SUPPORTING AFPE IN 2025

AFPE STAFF

ELLEN L. WOODS
President

woods@afpepharm.org

KRISTA N. FUENTES
Development and Grants Manager

fuentes@afpepharm.org

11325 Random Hills Road, Suite 360A-105 Fairfax, VA 22030

phone 571-404-0471
afpepharm.org

www.afpepharm.org


